
Fifth Grade 
 
In Fifth Grade, the children strive to become independent learners who will be prepared for the rigors of 
the Middle School curriculum.  In addition to academic skills, this includes organization, responsibility and 
independence.  Weekly newsletters keep parents informed of important dates and activities. 
 
In Reading, the focus is on reading for deeper meaning and enjoying a variety of different genres of books.  
Three diversified book report projects are a creative approach to keep students engaged in reading. Six 
Traits is the framework for the writing instruction.  Students write for a variety of purposes.  They use the 
writing process to respond to literature, present research and express themselves.  They often type and 
publish the final piece in addition to sharing and celebrating themselves as authors.  Students also use 
cursive handwriting. 
 
The Math program is a realistic approach to problem solving in everyday situations.  The activities include 
exploration of math content and application of skills in algebra, geometry, and measurement.  The children 
compute with whole numbers, fractions, decimals and negative numbers, and have a mastery of basic 
multiplication, division facts and real world word problems.    
 
The Social Studies program is integrated with reading and writing.  The primary topic is United States 
history.  As an extension, the students learn the geography of the United States including each state’s 
location and capital.  Each student becomes an expert on one state, completing a research project.  
Historical fiction, short reads and novels are incorporated into various units of study.  Students live 
vicariously through the characters during that time period.  Novel selections allow our students to 
experience United States history first hand from a child’s point of view.  As the leaders of the Lower 
School, students participate in elections, including a Grand Convention, Student Council and Green Team 
leadership. 
 
Understanding a textbook, study skills, and experimentation are the focus of Science.  Students learn to 
use scientific inquiry, and the scientific method.  Note-taking, outlining, and test-taking skills are integral to 
this study.  Students experiment using scientific tools including microscopes, measuring apparatuses and 
online resources.  Technology is woven into the curriculum.  The students become proficient in using 
individual laptops for research and writing projects.   
 
The character trait, respect, is the corner stone of the social framework in the classroom as students relate 
to each other and members of the Antilles community.  This facilitates collaborative work as they gain 
value and appreciation for their peers.  Another important aspect of our social and emotional curriculum is 
the Dancing Classrooms program, which teaches the students how to demonstrate respect and kindness 
towards each other. In addition, the Fifth Grade hosts Snack Shack, which offers a variety of snacks for 
students and practical experience in customer service, while raising money for our end-of-year field trip.  
 
The children also work daily with specially- trained teachers participating in one or more of the following 
“Specials” classes: Physical Education, Studio Art, Music, Library and Spanish. 


