
Fourth Grade 
 
In Fourth Grade, students complete a variety of daily routines independently.  Autonomy is 
developed and encouraged as the children follow directions and engage in sustained reading 
and writing activities.  Classroom community is developed through group work and 
cooperative activities across the curriculum.  Class meetings guide the children in character 
development while fostering respect, consideration and responsibility. Technology is woven 
into all aspects of the curriculum. 
 
The Language Arts curriculum provides the children with the opportunity to grow and 
develop as enthusiasts of literature and as authors.  With whole class and small group 
discussion, the children will be exposed to a wide variety of literature.  Throughout the year 
the children are guided to think critically about their reading using a variety of reading 
strategies.  Written and verbal responses to literature are emphasized.  As authors, the 
children are encouraged to think creatively and express their ideas effectively.  They explore 
many different modes of writing including personal narratives, essays, and poetry.   
 
Fourth-graders are expected to demonstrate mastery of basic multiplication facts. They 
explore and identify whole numbers up to one million and decimals through the hundredths.  
They use a variety of strategies to multiply two-digit whole numbers and divide multi-digit 
whole numbers.  They explore probability, geometry, fractions and data interpretation.  They 
are introduced to algebra concepts. Throughout our Math curriculum, manipulatives, bar 
models and games are used to practice and reinforce skills as we move through concrete to 
pictorial to abstract understanding. 
 
Many of the novels covered throughout our Language Arts curriculum transition to our 
Social Studies units.  In our Social Studies curriculum, students learn about the seven 
continents and their geographical features, landmarks and cultures.  Students develop 
research skills through the use of library books and the internet to discover and present 
relevant information.  Intercultural sensitivity and global ownership are developed through 
exploration of history and current events.  
 
In Science, students study physical science, life science and earth science.  The use of digital 
lessons, text, STEM activities and experiments enhance and reinforce the children’s 
knowledge.  Through a variety of field trips, the students also learn about their local 
environment. 
 
Along with all the other grades in the ELC and Lower School, fourth-graders focus on the 
character traits of respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, fairness, caring and citizenship. In 
addition to special projects and activities that center on these traits, the awareness and 
implementation of them is encouraged and reinforced throughout the day as the children 
interact with each other in academic and social situations.  
 
In addition to the range of activities the children experience with their classroom teacher, 
they also work daily with specially-trained teachers to participate in one or more of the 
following “Specials” classes: Physical Education, Studio Art, Music, Library and Spanish.     
 


