
Third Grade 
Third grade is a year of increased expectations of independence for the children as they 
move into more formal types of academic learning and are encouraged to become more 
autonomous with their daily routine and exploration of the learning environment.  
 
 The children are taught to appreciate a wide variety of fiction and nonfiction literature.  
There is strong focus placed on content, as the children shift from “learning to read” to 
“reading to learn” and many strategies are taught to strengthen comprehension.  Through 
written activities, various projects, classroom discussion, and smaller literature circles the 
students make connections, analyze the author’s purpose, make predictions and inferences, 
and draw conclusions about the text.  The students are encouraged to ask questions and 
make connections to themselves, other stories, and the world around them.  In writing they 
are encouraged to take risks as they implement writing techniques to build upon prior 
knowledge of organization, effective word choice, strong details, and distinctive voice.  Many 
works of the children are celebrated as they grow as authors throughout the year. 
 
In math, students are exposed to a variety of strategies for building computation skills, 
strengthening number sense, and solving word problems.  Children are exposed to skills 
such as time, money, multiplication, probability, geometry, measurement and multi step 
word problems; with a strong focus placed on the skills needed for mastery.  Learning takes 
place through direct instruction, sharing of strategies, and use of manipulatives.  Children 
leave third grade with a solid understanding of how math is used in everyday life.   
 
In science, students are exposed to informational text for earth science and physical science.  
Students work independently and collaboratively to learn about changes on the earth 
through observation, investigation, and research on the internet and library books.  Third 
graders gain knowledge about the cause and effect relationship that weather, natural 
disasters, and human impact has on our world.  They also gain an understanding about 
forces and motion.  Through projects, presentations, experiments, and field trips, students 
solidify their understanding of the scientific concepts taught.      
 
In social studies, students learn to appreciate the cultures that came before us in the Virgin 
Islands and study the history that makes up our unique island.  The student body is 
comprised of children from many geographic locations and cultural backgrounds and the 
diversity and traditions each child brings to the classroom is celebrated.  Another integral 
part of the curriculum is the map unit in which the children learn to read and use various 
types of maps. The children’s learning is enriched by taking field trips that incorporate the 
history and diversity of the island. 
 
Character traits, such as trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and 
citizenship are the foundation of our lower school program. These traits are discussed and 
reinforced as the children learn in a collaborative and nurturing environment, support one 
another in their quest for knowledge, resolve issues responsibly, and are encouraged to take 
appropriate risks.  
 
 The children also work daily with specially-trained teachers participating in one or more of 
the following “Specials” classes: Physical Education, Studio Art, Music, Library, and Spanish. 


