
First Grade 
 
 In first grade the children continue to learn through play and hands on learning activities, in 
addition to incorporating more reading and written work.   More independence is 
encouraged and expected in the classroom, and the children are responsible for completing 
short homework assignments that include reading, studying for spelling tests, and 
completing math homework pages.  Technology is a key component of the first grade 
curriculum.  Students keep electronic portfolios in which daily activities are recorded. 
 
The focus in first grade is to promote the love of reading.  Children develop an awareness of 
the elements of a story while simultaneously learning to put sounds together to read words.   
They develop fluency and comprehension skills through guided reading groups, independent 
and whole group reading, big books, poetry and listening stations. The children write about 
their reading every day.  Along with writing about their reading, and creating fictional pieces, 
they are introduced to the basic principals of the writing process including sentence structure 
and beginning mechanics. 
 
In first grade children are introduced to the Math in Focus program in which they encounter 
a variety of mathematical experiences. The children explore, count and compare numbers to 
120.  Children solve real world problems using addition and subtraction. They explore 
numbers, computation, data, measurement, geometry and patterns through workbooks, 
manipulatives and games. 
 
Children are naturally interested in the world in which they live.  In science they have the 
opportunity to explore and experiment while learning about plants, animals, the human 
body, dental health, the solar system, and force and matter through STEM activities, art 
activities, research, outdoor observations and field trips. 
 
During social studies the children describe the qualities of communities, interpret maps and 
globes, explore diverse cultures, and learn about holidays and traditions.  They learn through 
hands on activities such as painting, making quilts, creating Lego communities, making 3-D 
maps and going on field trips.  
 
Social skills continue to be a major component in the first grade environment.  Respect and 
self control are practiced daily during learning activities and cooperation games.  The 
curriculum includes character education that nurtures good citizenship that will facilitate 
lifelong success. 
 
In addition to the range of activities children experience with their classroom teacher, they 
leave their classroom daily and work with specially-trained teachers to enjoy one or more of 
the following “Specials” classes: Physical Education, Studio Art, Music, Library, and Spanish. 
 

 

 


